Narrative writing tells a story. It may or may not be a true story. 
Key elements in narrative:

· Setting: time and place 

· Characters: people (or animals). In most stories, characters use dialogue (they talk to each other.)

· Plot: the events that happen in a certain order 

· Climax: big moment in a story.

· Theme: point to the story or what the author wants to get across, a lesson

Pre-writing Instructions:

Label your paper with the journal number, the mode of writing, and the date.
First, decide what you want to write your story about. What is the “big moment” of your story? When your readers read the story, this is the moment you have been building up to. It is what your readers have been waiting for. When you write your story, the big moment will not happen until you are more than half-way through the story!
· Write a sentence telling your big moment.

Then draw three large circles on your paper. These circles will be filled in with jot-dots. Jot dots are bulleted lists of words or phrases. They are the details you picture in your head about your story. You probably need five to ten details for each circle.
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Writing the story


Once you have finished your pre-writing, you may begin actually writing the story. Begin with someone doing something. Remember to use paragraphs. Begin a new paragraph for a new speaker, a new time, and a new place.  Your story should be a minimum of one and a half sides of paper.  Write legibly. Proofread your story when you are finished and mark any changes you want to make. You do not have to do a final copy for your journal.  Give your story a title (capitalize it but do not underline or quote your own story title).
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